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Division of Worlds of Existence from the Viewpoint of Allamah
Tabatabai and Islamic Mysticism

Mohammad reza khani *
Ebrahim khani ™
Abstract

Drawing on Quranic verses, Allameh Tabatabai delineates an ontological
dichotomy of the division of worlds called command and creation. From
his viewpoint, the world of creation is synonymous with the material
world, while the world of command which is the inner essence of the
material world includes both the world of archetypes and the world of
intellect. On the other hand, in Islamic mysticism, there is a dichotomy
between the aspect of lordship and the aspect of creation which is very
close to the dichotomy between command and creation. In this dichotomy,
the independent and relational manifestations of the divine essence are
interpreted as the lordship aspect and the trichotomy of worlds (intellect,
archetype and material) as the creation aspect. The present paper starts
with a detailed explanation of the Quranic dichotomy between command
and creation on the one hand and the mystical dichotomy between the
lordship aspect and the creation aspect on the other. The paper then
concludes that despite the apparent difference between the two
dichotomies they are not fundamentally different. Employing the new
conceptual tools which are implicit in these thought systems, that is, the
dominance of lordship aspect and the dominance of creation aspect we
can consider the ontology of both systems simultaneously.

Key Terms: world of creation, world of command, world of divine
attributes, aspect of creation,aspect of lordship, world of
existence, Allamah Tabatabai, Islamic mysticism.

* Qom University u.khany@yahoo.com
* Imam Sadiq University u.khany68@gmail.com
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Analysis of Philosophical Tendencies of Hakim Sabzevari on How
Diversity Originated from the Unified Being

Einollah Khademi*

Abstract

The present paper aims to analyze Mulla Hadi's philosophical tendencies
on the system of effusion. According to Haji, effusion is considered as
emanation of something from God so that nothing is deducted from Him
and nothing is added to Him in the ascent. He divides creation into two
types of real and agentive. He introduces real creation as an expanded
existence. In peripatetic terms, like peripatetic philosophers, he makes a
connection between the theory of intellects and the Ptolemaic system. He
believes that each intellect from the first up to the ninth has created a
constellation but the tenth intellect does not have a constellation. It is the
sustainer of earthly beings. Like peripatetic philosophers, he refers to the
worlds of Lahout, Jabrut, Malakut and Nasut. In explaining illumination,
he refers to archetypes and light. In his Sadra'i explanation, Mullah Hadi
uses an anecdote (hadith) from Imam Ali (a. s.) on the nature of reason,
and like Mulla Sadra, he seeks to collect the views on the first emanation
of intellect or the expanded existence. In explaining Mashaei-Ishraqi
(peripatetic-illuminative) and Ishragi-Sadra'i, (illuminative—ranscendental)
he uses a combination of Masha'i-Ishragi and Sadra'i elements.

Key Terms: Haji, Multiple, one, Effusion, Peripatetic, Illuminative,
Sadra’i.

* Shahid Rajai University e_khademi@ymail.com

Reception date: 98/6/17 Acceptance date: 98/12/12
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The Cosmological Foundations of Symbolism in Sadra’s
Transcendent Wisdom

Ahmad Reza Honari*

Abstract

Symbolism is a method of expressing meaning that has been used in
various fields such as wisdom and traditional arts and has a history in
Islamic culture and civilization. Suhravardi and the mystics have used
symbolism extensively. Since transcendental wisdom is one of the most
important schools in Islamic wisdom, it is worth considering which of the
foundations of this wisdom in the field of cosmology is compatible with
symbolism and can be considered as its theoretical support. Due to its
existential view, the cosmological foundations of transcendental wisdom
are quite consistent with symbolism. Its cosmological foundations include
fundamentals such as Platonic ideas, the adaptation of the worlds, the
imaginal world, and the substantial motion, each of which, in some way,
represents symbolism. Therefore, the cosmological foundations of
transcendental wisdom provide a framework on which symbolism will
have a rational basis. It also provides a criterion to evaluate symbolism’s
accuracy and rationality. The present paper has adopted a descriptive-
analytical method to achieve its goal.

KeyTerms: Transcendental wisdom, Cosmological Fundamentals,
Symbolism, Allegory.

* Institute for Humanities and Cultural studies honari.ar@gmail.com
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A Survey of Origins of Optional Determination of Concrete Entity

Masoud Hajrabi”
Mohammad Hasan Mehdipour™

Abstract

Does the mystics’ analysis of the way concrete entity is constituted and
formed include the optional determination of the reality of authority of
concrete entity? Most mystics believe that the concrete entity of
autonomous beings has all the affirmed capacities at the level of the innate
knowledge of the Supreme Being, from the beginning to the present,
inherently, unchangeable and fixed. In fact, the truth of free will of the
concrete entity of autonomous beings is an intrinsic part of the
requirements of concrete entities. According to the rule of " Jlxy 3lali",
the authority of concrete entities is not determining and originating. This
theory is necessarily deterministic. The present study has taken a critical
stance toward the one-dimensional view (quality of limited mood) that
considers the affirmed requirements of the concrete entity as the outcome
of the mystical causal order (epenthesis conditional mood) as a result of
the process of merging names. Adopting a rational analytical method and
adhering to the religious principles, we try to support the thesis that the
scientific agent in this process is the refinement and determination of the
three names of knowledge, power and will of the Supreme Being
consistent with the affirmed capacity of the concrete entity. The
conclusion is that the proposed thesis is consistent with the theory of
intermediate position (Amri bain al-Amrain).

Key Terms: Origin of Authority, Innate knowledge of the Almighty,
Merging of Names, Concrete Entity, Necessity and Capacity.

* Shahid Beheshti University m_hajrabi@sbu.ac.ir
** Shahid Beheshti University mohammadhasan4359@gmail.com
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Amir al-Muminin Ali’s (a. s.) Monopoly of Supreme Esoteric
Interpretation from the Perspective of Islamic Mysticism

Masoud Esmaeily”

Abstract

According to Islamic mysticism, the science of supreme esoteric
interpretation of the Holy Qur'an was transferred to Imam Ali through
existential testament by the Holy Prophet. Since he is the gate of the
Prophet’s knowledge and wisdom, others can get access to this knowledge
through inheritance only. It is not possible for anyone to achieve an equal
rank in supreme esoteric interpretation independently. This level of
interpretation belongs exclusively to Imam Ali. Interpretation, in its
highest level, is accessible intuitively at the level of Imam’s authority by
the authorized Imam. The supreme level of interpretation of the Holy
Qur'an, as a comprehensive linguistic manifestation, is the attainment of
absoluteness. The present paper first reports the statements made by Ibn
Fariz, Farghani, Kashani, Qaisari and Sainuddin Torkeh in this regard,
and then provides two examples of the most important mystical arguments
in support of the statements. The arguments adhere to the concepts of
kinship and caliphate.

Key Terms: Science of Interpretation, Supreme Esoteric Interpretation,
Existential Will, Existential Closeness, Caliphate, Moderation.
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Abstract

Textual attributes include the most widespread discussions of divine
attributes. Therefore, their accurate explanation requires widespread
contemplation of thinkers' views. To this end, the present paper, adopting
a descriptive-analytical method, presents the results of a comparative
study of the views of two Imamiyah and Mu'tazila theologians, namely
Allameh Javadi-Amoli and Qazi Abdul Jabbar Mu'tazili. After a brief
review, the paper compares the well-known views in an explanatory
manner. The commonalities of these different views include principles
such as the objectivity of essence and attributes, the theory of purification,
the contradiction of human-like attributes with the incorporeity of God's
essence, the esoteric interpretation of these attributes, the disbelief in the
corporatization of God, and the use of a single method such as esoteric
interpretation, and the use of metaphor and terms with the aim of
removing ambiguities and justifying textual attributes, which all lead to
the same conclusion. The distinction lies in the quantity of means and the
quality of explanation. With the intention of removing doubts and
resolving contradictions, Abdul Jabbar relies on reason as the central
element. In terms of rank, he considers textual attributes as the first
epistemological source. In comparison, Allama Javadi adheres to esoteric
interpretation of the verses on textual attributes through a belief system in
which, reason is one of the epistemological sources. Seeking guidance
from the infallibles, and removing the requirements, he tries to achieve the
principle of meaning, the final and definite meaning of the divine word in
the verses. Considering all available evidence, including the verses of



purification, he explains the textual attributes employing mystical

expressions with such depth and quality that is worth reflection and

consideration.

Key Terms : Textual Attributes, Imamiyya, Mu'tazila, Javadi Amoli,
Abdul Jabbar.
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Abstract

Islamic civilization is based on several theoretical foundations which can
be described as ontological, anthropological, sociological, and
epistomological. One of the most important theoretical foundations of this
civilization is the epistemological one that is closely related to the type of
civilization model in society. Since getting at a model of civilization is
essential, understanding and explaining these foundations is also
important. Accordingly, the present article tries to explain the two
important foundations of rationalism and inclusiveness adopting the
textual and contextual method, as an introduction to explaining the model
of modern Islamic civilization. Since such an endeavour necessitates
drawing on religious texts, the present paper explains the most important
epistemological theoretical foundations of modern Islamic civilization
with an emphasis on Usul Alkafi.

Key Terms: Religious Foundations, Epistemology, Civilization, Modern

Islamic Civilization.
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