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Mirdamad’s Views on ‘Existence’ and ‘Quiddity’
Reza Akbarian”®
Ghazaleh Nevisi**
Abstract

The present article is an attempt to clarify Mirdamad’s views on
‘existence’ and ‘quiddity’ and the relationship between the two. To this
end, this great philosopher’s explicit view on ‘the fundamental reality of
quiddity’ and meaning, the ontological position of ‘existence’ and
‘quiddity’, the bases upon which one can posit the mentally-based
position of existence and the real nature of fundamentally real quiddity are
clarified. Indeed, the present article and any other study on ‘quiddity-
based’ thoughts are assumed to lead to the recognition of all residues of
‘quiddity based’ views in transcendent philosophy and so it would
improve our knowledge of the ‘fundamentality of existence’. It is to be
noted that the present study is limited to the analysis of Mirdamad‘s
thoughts. The detailed comparison of such thoughts with those of
transcendental philosophy is beyond the scope of the present article.

Key Terms: existence (wujud), quiddity (mahiyyah), meaning of Existence
and Quiddity, relationship between existence and quiddity, fundamental
reality (asalt al-wujud, asalt al-mahiyyah), ideality(‘i’tibari ature),
Mirdamad.

* University of Tarbiat Moddares
** University of Tarbiat Moddares zahranevissi@gmail.com



Avicenna’s and Abolbarakate-Baghdadi’s Views on Spatial
Movement
Abdoul Rasoul Emadi*

Abstract

According to Avicenna and Abolbarakate-Baghdadi, spatial movement is
the oldest variety of movements. Avicenna sees spatial movement as the
one which exclusively moves on a straight line so he does not consider
circular movement as a type of spatial movement. His reason is that in
circular movement the moving object’s components change their position
in relation to the components of space but the moving object remains in
its space altogether. Baghdadi considers both types of movement as
spatial ones. Avicenna divides spatial movement to impulsive (QATIEH)
and impetus-based (TAVASOTIEH) and postulates one as subjective and
the other as objective. Baghdadi does not make such a distinction and
probably attributes a sort of existence to spatial movement which he
considers as causal through which a cause reaches its effect. Avicenna
considers the driving force as different from the moving object. Although
Baghdadi puts emphasis on this distinction, he attributes the duration of
the movement to the moving object.

In relation to vertical movement, Avicenna believes in immobility
between the upward and downward movement while Baghdadi considers
both the same.

Key Terms: Avicenna, Abolbarakate-Baghdadi, space, spatial movement,
driving force, moving object.

* Shahid Beheshti University abcdemadi@gmail.com
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Aristotelian Causes from the Perspective of Hellenistic Philosophers

Maryam Salem”

Abstract

The Stoic philosophers who promoted their views in Athens soon after
Aristotle, accepted the causation theory and made it the major principle in
their physical and ethical philosophy but not in an Aristotelian sense. Not
only was their definition and conception of causation different, nor did
they accept the four causes. Similar to the pre-Socratic philosophers, they
believed in only material cause and considered God as a material being. In
this tradition, prevalent in the Hellenistic period, only neo-platonic
philosophers accepted the principle of causality as a rule which causes
order in the universe. It is called emanation in the linear relationship
between beings in the Descendant Arc. From the 6™ century onwards,
among the Christian philosophers the causation relationship changed into
the inevitable relation between God and the world. The emanation view
was absent among them and even in the 12" and 13" centuries one cannot
find any trace of the physical and metaphysical theories of Aristotle
among the followers of the Traditional Church.

Key Terms: causation, cause, effect, stoicism, Epicureans, Sceptics,

middle and neo platonic.

* Shahid Beheshti University m_salem@sbu.ac.ir



The Reformist Discourse of Contemporary ItezAlis: A Critical
Approach to the Claim of the Existence of Neo-Mu’tazila

*Soheila Piroozfar
“*Mohammad Hassan Rostami
“*Hassan Zarnusheh Farhani
Abstract

The reformist discourse which is based on wisdom and the challenge of
imitative ideas, as it is introduced by Seyed Jamal al-din and Muhammad
Abduh in the Arab World, has been the impetus for some scholars to
connect these two reformists to Mu’tazili rationalist ideas and argue for a
Neo-Mutazili school of thought as a sign of the revival of Itizali thought.
The present article attempts to first critically discuss the origins of the
emergence of Neo-Mutazila. It then traces the sustenance of this idea after
Abduh and provides evidence from Abduh,s life showing that the claim to
include him among Mutazilis has no strong basis. The conclusion is that
his identification with the revival of Itezali thought is not correct.
Key Terms: Neo Mu tazila, Reformation, revival of Mu tazila, critical

approach, Muhammad Abduh, Rissalat al Tawhid.

* Ferdowsi University spirouzfar@um.ac.ir
** Ferdowsi University rostami@um.ac.ir
*** iversityFerdowsi Un zarnooshe@gmail.com


mailto:rostami@um.ac.ir

The Impact of Anthropology on Theocratic Government from
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s Perspective

Mohammad Mehdi Babapoor®

Abstract

The basic foundations of a government and the attitude toward these
foundations make distinctions among governments. One of these
foundations is anthropology which is the focus of the present paper. An
attempt is made to delineate the different methods of anthropology, the
aspects and levels of human existence and their impact on the laws of a
theocratic government, its rulers and its people. The focus of this
delineation is on Ayatollah Javadi Amoli, the contemporary theologian.
The reason is that he has attempted, on different occasions, to explain the
impact of those foundations on this type of government through his
analysis of the foundations of a theocratic government.

The conclusion is that the kind of assumed perspective toward the
different aspects of human existence has a tremendous effect on the

various elements of a theocratic government.

Key Terms:  Anthropology, Divine laws, Ruler, People,
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli.
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The Perspective of Tafsir Almanar and Almizan on the Relationship
between Science and Religion in Terms of Their Position on the
Origins of Man
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Abstract
Nowadays the study of the relationship between science and religion is
conditional to assuming a position with regard the issue of the origins of
man. The relationship between Quranic teachings and empirical findings
is an issue which has been dealt with by Allameh Tabatabai and Rashid
Reza in commenting on Quranic verses focusing on Man and his origins.
The author of Tafsir Almanar, has attempted, as far as possible, to show a
perfect correspondence between the two; while, the author of Almizan has
seriously tried to challenge empirical sciences purposefully and
systematically. Though the approach adopted in Almanar implies its
author’s passive reaction to empirical sciences, the author of Almizan has
assumed different methods to reject empirical sciences. Meanwhile, none
of these commentators have mentioned, explicitly or implicitly, the
epistemological bases of their approaches. Therefore, arriving at a
comprehensive pattern of the relationship between religion and science

seems probelmatic.

Key Terms: science and religion, origins of man, specieis evolution,
Allameh Tabatabai, Rashid Reza.
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Deontology and the Principle of Epistemic Responsibility in the
Cyber World
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Abstract

One of the most prominent features of the age of information and
communication networks is the explosion of information and the
development of new grounds for gaining access to information.
Undoubtedly, the virtual world is one of the most important paths through
which one can get access to data and information and as a result form
beliefs. Reviewing the requirements of the cyber world, one can discern
that the traditional definition of knowledge and the emphasis on justified
true belief as a channel to acquire knowledge in the cyber world suffers
some deficiencies. Because of filtering algorithms and technical
procedures involved in the cyber world, the knower is required to pay
attention to new elements such as the principle of epistemic responsibility
and deontology. Analyzing the traditional definition of the trio elements
as knowledge, the present article tries to draw more attention to a new
dimension in cyber-related epistemology which includes the principle of
responsibility in the process of belief-formation in the cyber world.

Key  Terms: Deontology, Belief, Epistemology, Principle

of Responsibility, Cyber World, Internet.
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