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No.44/ Autumn 2015

A Survey of the Unity of the Divine Essence and Attributes from the
Point of View of Maimonides and Allameh Tabatabai

Seyyed Mohammad Esmaeil Seyyed Hashemi *
Zoleykha Majdani **

Abstract

The Unity of the Divine Essence and Attributes has always been one of
most important topics in theology and an issue of high interest to
theologians, philosophers and the mystics of Abrahamic Religions. The
present article is an attempt to consider the viewpoints of one Jewish and
one Muslim philosopher and to analyze them in a comparative manner
with reference to the Old Testament and Quran. Maimonides, as a Jewish
theologian, takes the view that as God is incorporeal no attribute
dependent upon material constitution can be applied to His essence. So he
considers the attribution of affirmative attributes to God in the Old
Testament interpretative. While Allameh Tabatabaei, one of the Muslims
thinkers, does not believe in the incompatibility of the unity of essence
and the real ascription of attributes of affirmative eternal beauty and
divine majesty to God in Quran. The present articles compares the basic
principles and the requirements of these two viewpoints.

Key Terms: Torah, Quran, Unity of Divine Essence, Unity of Devine
Attributes, Maimonides, Allameh Tabatabaei.

* Shahid Beheshti University m-hashemy@sbu.ac.ir
** Shahid Beheshti University

Reception date: 94/1/12 Acceptance date: 94/3/17
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Success or Failure of Kant in Inferring Judgment of Taste

Hamid Reza Varkashi*
Ali Salmani**

Abstract

In his critique of judgment, Kant tries to show that the aesthetic is neither
tied to perception nor to conceptualization of reason; and that it is a
certain type of experience which results from harmony of imagination and
understanding. This experience necessarily involves pleasure and it is
known without any concept of its object. In his analysis of beauty, Kant
meets a contradiction: on the one hand, aesthetic judgment is pure
judgment of taste and is merely personal judgment; on the other hand, it is
universal and essential judgment. Kant attempts to solve this
contradiction. The present paper intends to evaluate Kant’s attempt to
solve the contradiction. In specific, it provides answer to the question
whether Kant succeeds to find a solution. The conclusion is that the
priority of the subjective principle of taste is the guarantee for the
universality principle and the essentiality of aesthetic judgment. The paper
ends with the discussion of the critics of Kant’s view.

Key Terms: Kant, judgment of taste, inference, critics, impulsive mind.

* hamid_varkeshi@yahoo.com
**Avicenna University

Reception date: 94/2/5 Acceptance date: 94/8/3
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Reflecting on the Analogical Approach in the Interpretation of Some
Verses of the Holy Quran

Abdullah Mohammadi Parsa”
Amin Mohammadi Parsa™
Hassan Saeidi*™*
Abstract

The conflict between the literal meaning of some verses of the holy Quran
due to philosophical and theological limitations has always been a big
challenge for interpreters of the holy Quran. Some interpreters have
chosen the literal meanings over the other meanings of the verses and
some others have stuck to the interpretative implied meaning. In between,
meaning interpreters like Sheikh Mohammad Abdu, and Allameh
Tabatabai, and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli have adopted a new approach
which insists on the literal meaning as a frame of reference and at the
same time gives due attention to the analogical ontological meaning of the
verses. In this view, every event like dialogue of God with angels,
disobedience of the Satan, living in the heaven, deception of Adam by
Satan, offering the trust of god to humans, all of which have their origins
in an ontological unseen reality which is revealed in a analogical way. The
present article attempts first to consider the ontological approach to
interpretation and then by responding to criticisms evaluates the validity
of the approach.

Key Terms: analogy, ontological analogy, interpretation, actual meaning,

verses on the human creation.

* University of Qom
** University of Qom
*** Shahid Beheshti University h-saeidi@sbu.ac.ir

Reception date: 93/12/24 Acceptance date: 94/7/25
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Theology of Shahid Beheshti University
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A Survey of Doubts Raised by Critics of Logic and Allameh
Tabataba’i’s Answers

Ebrahim Noei *

Abstract

Since ancient times, the opponents of logic with different approaches have
cast doubts on the logical approach deeming it invalid or at best
inappropriate. Criticisms leveled against logic can largely be divided into
four groups which are concerned with: its utility, its validity, the
motivation behind translation and dissemination of texts on logic in the
Islamic world, and the consequences of employing logic. The present
article first introduces these groups and then attempts to provide Allameh
Tabataba’i’s precise and definitive answers to them, drawing mostly upon
his works and comparing his answers to those of others. Considering
logic as the man’s natural way of thinking and reasoning, Allameh argues
that without employing it we cannot even prove a single issue in Islamic
teachings. In his view, even in their criticism, critics of logic inevitably

use such a natural way of reasoning.

Key Terms: Allameh Tabataba’i, Tafsir al-Mizan, logic, logician, critics

of logic.

* Shahid Beheshti University ebrahim.noei@yahoo.com

Reception date: 93/11/29 Acceptance date: 94/8/10
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Theology of Shahid Beheshti University
No.44/ Autumn 2015

Mirza Mehdi Isfahani’s Theory of Separation of Religious Teachings
from Human Sciences in Revealing Religious Knowledge

Seyyed Ali Delbari*
Muhammad Ishaq Arefi**

Abstract

Since the beginning, the method of revealing (exploring) religious
knowledge has been one of the important issues in religion. One such
method has been proposed by the great theologian and prominent
intellectual Ayatollah Mirza Mahdi Esfahani. Based on this method,
religious teachings especially the part related to theology (the study of the
concept of God) is innate (fetri, that is, part of the constitution of human
beings). It is only revealed through piousness (fear of God) and worship
of God in the light of an intellect which moves beyond human existence.
While intellectual data, which are subject to man’s intellectual faculty and
reasoning based on axioms, are realized through cognitive capacities and
bodies of knowledge which are external to religion. These are not
involved in the process of revealing religious knowledge. Thy rather
create obstacles which veil religious knowledge. Adopting a descriptive-
analytic method, the present study concludes that revealing religious
knowledge through an intellect beyond human existence is not free of
ambiguities. On the other hand, considering the body of knowledge which
rests upon human intellect as an obstacle to gaining religious knowledge
is not defendable and faces insurmountable challenges.

Key Terms: religious teachings, revelation of religious teachings, active

intellect, intellectual reasoning.

* Razavi University of Islamic Sciences saddelbari@gmail.com
** Razavi University of Islamic Sciences
Reception date: 94/3/12 Acceptance date: 94/7/15
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A Brief Survey on Manifestations of Knowledge and Training in
Islamic Mysticism
Raziyeh Hojjatizadeh”

Abstract

Mystical epistemology, which is mostly known for its deeper look into the
depth of religion, makes a perpetual effort to develop a mutual discourse
between mysticism and other epistemological perspectives. With this
orientation, mysticism has managed to consolidate its foundations in the
context of Iranian-Islamic tradition. In this respect, mysticism’s
development of its epistemological, ontological and sociological aspects
has paved the way for the transmission of the above-mentioned
foundations through instruction (dmoozesh) and education (parvaresh).
The present paper intends to reflect on these directions and investigates
the differences between the two with the aim of examining
the way mysticism achieves its educational and instructional goals
through training programs to formulate and conceptualize the mystic
training path. To this end, the present paper is concerned; first, with the
master's (pir) role in efflorescence of both individual and social
dimensions of the spiritual disciple; second, with the redefinition of the
key terms of the didactical tradition of Islamic mysticism; third, with the
description of socio-cognitive perspectives of self-knowledge; fourth,
with the position of self in Sufi's psychological education; and fifth, with
the role of language in several levels of mystical training modes. The
paper is an attempt to finds answers to the following questions: (1) Is
mystic education capable of contributing to the social and interpersonal
development of man in addition to his individual and cognitive
development? (2) To what extent is this kind of education dependent on
its adequate instruments to set the scene for development?

Key Terms: mysticism, self-knowledge, mystical language, education,

epistemology.
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Abstract

Kuhn explains the progress of science without appeal to the concept of
truth or truthlikeness. He does not agree with the common view which
considers the accumulation of confirmed theories as the cause of progress
in science. From his viewpoint, the scientific revolution was an
interruption which led to an incommensurable paradigm.Drawing on
approximation, he rejects ultimate truth as the final goal of science and
attributes the complexity of scientific branches to unfocused transitions.
From his point of view, progress is the capacity of a paradigm in
providing an appropriate background for research on specific and
specialized issues and in solving its own internal puzzles. The present
paper argues that in spite Kuhn’s view that revolutions are interruptions
his claim is not confirmed by the history of science and as his critiques
have argued even in his so-called revolutions many of the results of the
past researches are maintained. In his later works, Kuhn himself
acknowledges that the concept of revolution needs to be revisited.

Key Terms: Kuhn, scientific revolution, progress, truth, history of science,
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